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By Matthew L. Wald

The airport terminal in Sioux Falls, S.D.,
could be anywhere, until vou reach the bag-
gage claim area. Between the carousels is a
green and white Indy-style race car, covered
with decals that indicate it runs on ethanol.
Approach the rent-a-car booths, and you
will see a sign raped to the countertop re-
minding customers not to pump E835, the ul-
tracthanol blend sold locally, into the rental
cars because they are not designed for it and
it will ruin their engines.

This is ethanol country, the center of the
national push to turn carbohydrates into
hydrocarbons.

['he U.S. has gone on an ethanol binge,
anticipating a fuel transition unrivaled since
electric urtilities set out 40 years ago to build
hundreds of nuclear power plants. In August
2005 Congress passed a major energy bill
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